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A REPORT FOR Mr. Rouzbeh Yassini 

Although our world has faced serious challenges this past year, I remain hopeful 
and inspired by the resilience, commitment, and public-spirit that I see in the 
faculty, students, and staff in the School of Humanities and Sciences. In 
particular, our graduate students have continued to advance knowledge and 
contribute in so many ways—in spite of unprecedented circumstances. 

While some of our graduate students have had to delay or refocus their scholarly 
activities due to COVID-19, their continued commitment to research and learning 
is something that I celebrate. Some of our students have even pivoted their 
research to contribute to our growing scientific understanding of the virus, as 
well as to the social and human dimensions of this historical moment. 

We are dedicated to ensuring the overall success and well-being of these 
promising scholars. Graduate school is where future researchers learn the skills 
to help solve big problems, contribute to economic prosperity, and illuminate 
the rapidly changing world in which we live.   

Supporting our students through fellowships such as yours ensures that they can 
thrive. I am truly grateful for your generosity. 

With my best wishes, 

 
 
 

Debra Satz 
Vernon R. & Lysbeth Warren Anderson Dean of the School of Humanities and Sciences 
Marta Sutton Weeks Professor of Ethics in Society 
Professor of Philosophy and, by courtesy, Political Science 

 



A REPORT FOR Mr. Rouzbeh Yassini 

Your generous support enables students to pursue their educational and career 
goals.  In the 2020–21 academic year, The Maryam Mirzakhani Graduate Fellowship 
has been awarded  to: 

Ipsita Datta 

The Maryam Mirzakhani Graduate Fellowship 



Spring 2021 
Dear Mr. Yassini, 

I hope this letter finds you well in spite of these uncertain times. My 
name is Ipsita Datta, and I am writing to express my gratitude for your 
generous support through the Maryam Mirzakhani Graduate 
Fellowship, which I am a recipient of this year. Your generosity has 

really touched me and helped me in these turbulent times to make progress in my research. 

I am currently a fifth-year graduate student hoping to complete my PhD. soon. I have accepted a post- 
doctoral position starting later this year at the Institute of Advanced Studies at Princeton. My 
dissertation is about characterizing certain important surfaces known as Lagrangians in four 
dimensional spaces using the technique of studying holomorphic curves. I work within the framers of 
symplectic geometry, which is a field of mathematics with many connections to other parts of 
mathematics and also to theoretical physics. 

I can never express in words the gratitude and honor I feel in receiving a fellowship created in the 
name of my mathematical hero. Maryam’s work and life continue to inspire me. This fellowship really 
helped me focus on completing my dissertation without other obligations like teaching or grading. 
Even though I enjoy teaching, it was extremely beneficial to have this extra time during the last year of 
my PhD. Apart from the financial support, this fellowship boosted my confidence and gave me 
encouragement, which was especially helpful towards keeping me motivated to continue my research 
during the pandemic. I felt recognized and heard for my efforts as a graduate student.   

My Stanford experience has been one of immense personal and academic growth. I recently gave a 
talk about my own research at Heidelberg University’s geometry seminar. I also presented a five 
minute "lightening talk" at a conference organized by Georgia Tech. It was very exciting to explain my 
own research and see interest in it within the larger math community. My Stanford experience has 
also been full of diverse opportunities. I have had the chance to take dance classes and explore my 
relationship to my body and movement. Stanford’s campus is so close to beautiful nature. I regularly 
enjoy hiking and marveling at the vastness of the Pacific. 

I sincerely appreciate your efforts to enrich the lives and experiences of scholars like me. I hope I can 
make you proud. Thank you. 

Yours sincerely, 

Ipsita Datta 
PhD candidate, Department of Mathematics 
Stanford University 



  



  

If you have questions or if you would like to 
share feedback about this report, please contact: 

Lisa M. Alvarez 
Assistant Director of Donor Relations 
(650) 723-0666 or lisaam@stanford.edu 

Office of Development 
485 Broadway, 5th Floor 
Redwood City, CA 94063 


